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Science and technojogy constitute the very basis of modera civilisation and their poteatialities for good and for
evil arc immense. Scientific workers tnroughout the world are, thus increasingly realising their special responsibility
to society. They can no longer’keep themselves aloof from the socio-economic problems which their work is posing to
society. They are vitally concerned with the application of Science for the promotion of human welfare and the
prevention of the destructive and antisocial uses of science. Without organising themselves into a powerful body,
scientific workers can not hope to influence national and world affairs in this direction.

Again, scientific workers in many countries have not received the recognition they deserve. They have to suffer
living and economic conditions under which the proper development and application of science is wellnigh impossible,
In India, for instance, trained scientific workers are frequently paid less than even unskilled workers in the same factory.
Whether the employer is Government or University or Industry, scientific workers have not in general got a fair deal.
This is not only hard on the scieatific workers thzmselves but react on the society itself by keeping the scientific sector
of the community weak. The imorovemesnt of the professional, social and economic status of scientific workers is
an imperative necessity for the progress of the community as a whole.

Such are the considerations which have led to the formation of the various national Associations of Scientific
Workers and also to the formation of the World Federation of Scientific Workers.

A similar organisation in India was launched by the Indian Science Congress which represents the widest cross-

section of scientific opinion in the country, during its plenary session held in.Delbi.in January 1947, and was inaugurated
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. The objects of the Association include;

1. to work for the most effective use of scienceand t@e ’scienﬁﬁc method for the uplift- and- welfare of the
society as whole; s ;

2. toimprove and safeguard the the economic interests, the coadition of life and the proféssional and social
status of all scientific workers in India;

3. 1o watch over, promote and protect the common and individual interests of its members, and to regulate
the relations between members and employers;

4. to create public interest in science by organising popular scientific talks and by diffusing basic and applied
scientific knowledge;

5. - to secure representation upon such public and other bodies as may affect by tieir policy the interests of
science and its profession;

6.  to ensure that the national resources of the country and also the results of scientific research and develop-
ment are utilized in the best interests of the community; :

7. to take steps to remove prejudices, superstiti®ns and other institutionalised social habits and customs
inhibitory to progress and generally to inculcate the scientific spirit among the people;

8. to maintain a national register of scientific and technical workers; .

9-~—to-extend-and.improve scientific and technical education and the professional training of those seeking to
become fully qualified scientific and technical workers;

Rt

The Association of Scientific Workers of India functions as a Trade Union and differs {rom other national scientific
bodies in its preoccupation with the economic ‘conditions of scientific workers and with the effective application of
science and'the scientific method to the welfare of the community as a whole. It has entered the field in pursuit of these
aims-inia way that the other bodies can not and will not fulfil. Its constitotion is democratic-a group of scientific
workers in any institution or in any field of science or technology can form a Uit of the Association, discuss their needs
and problems and forward them to the local Branch for action. The Central organisation, the Council of the Associa-
tion,. composed of the Branch delegates, governs the policies and activities of the Association; it also elects a National
Executive to carry out its functions in between the Council’s meetings. It also collaborates with sister organisations in

otter parts of the world, in common cause, through the World Federation of Scientific Workers with which it is
affiliated.

The need for an official publication of the Association can hardly be overstressed. It will not only act as a
forum for discussion of the duties, rights and responsibilities of the Indian scientific workers and to effectively voice
their consolidated views, but “Vijnan-Karmee’> proposes to serve the people of India in promoting the cause of science
and technology, and also in popularising scientific ideas. It is an humble beginning on the part of scientific
workers of India in playing their great role in the colossal task of ameliorating the conditions of living of one-fifth
of the population of the world, stricken with ignorance, poverty and disease, 4nd the National Executive of the
Association of Scientific Workers of India depends solely on the enthusiasm and active co-operation of the working
people in general and the scientific workers in the country in particular.







